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The Drinnons were the first settlers in the y

v y Ire-
Community. Thom@s Drinnon, So01 of Walter Drinnon of

jend, settled in Edray apout 1760.  The Drinnon cabin stood
on the bank near the present graveyard. £ spring under the
pank has always been known as the Drinnon Springe. Not far

from the cabin was & favorite camping place for Indians, and
many stone relics have been found here. Other proof of the

site of this cabin was an old apple orchard, and one tree re-
mains to this day, over & hundred years old and known &s the .

Drinnon apple. This field is known as the ":01d Orchard

Field". A part of it belongs to W. L. Price and the other

p&rt to a. R. G’aYo

Zarly records tell us that Thomas Urinnon was &

soldier with General *ewis in the Battle of Point Pleasant

hen he
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returned home, he found his cabin in ruins. His

wife ned been killed by the Indians, and his son Charles

cerried into captivity.
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s begun, and at last

The homew&ard journey we
is now Pocahon=

years in what

near Detroit.

poth reached howue and lived many

tas County.

Orinnon owuned a large boundary of land, several thousand

aores that extended from Indian Draft to Stony Creek. Drin-

non's Ridge took its name srom the old settler. The Drinnons

left this section long ago and we know nothing of the descendants

of these brave pioneers.

The settlers to foliow the Drinnons were the Moores.
About 1P80 Robert Moore, Sre. moved to Edray from the Bridger
place on Greenbrier River and settled on the Drinnon holdings.
He and his boys opened up a fine farm and erected a two story
brick dwelling---the only brick dwelling 1h tus community.
Robert Moore and his wire lived and ailed in the "brick mansion".

He was born in 176c and died 1858 aged nlusiy yealsS. Uis

grave was the rirst in the Edray Graveyard.

fobert loore's farm was divided among his sons and one daught
er.

The names of ti.e sons were: 1 J 1]
H S&BO, James Wi i
y iam and Zobert, J
s I

Hobert received the old homest
ead and lived the
re several year
Se.

In 1867 he sold the old home to J. W Sharp
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Colonel John Baxter was &I early settler in this

He came here about 1800, and is the first member

 communitye.
m eny definite ijnformation can be founde.

of his family about who

He was the first member of the Baxter family to settle im PO~

cahontas County. His home was at Sulphur Spring about three
miles from the Drinnon cabine. He was the first Colonel of
the 127th Regiment. In the organization of the county, he
was a leader and he held a prominént place in the early his-
tory of the county. Wwhen the county was first formed, he
administered the oathsof office to the other members of the
first court in 1822. For meny years he was a justice of the
peace and a member of the Pocahontas County Couft. He diad
much in framing business papers and frequently adjusted dis-

putes out of court. His library was the largest and best

in the county, containing over a hundred volumes
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countye.

png these was John Baxter representing Pocahontas
' S
Other early settlers were the Parlows, Smiths,

neans, and puffields.

The &dray Post vffice was established about 1850

and was the first post office in Pocahontas Countye. When

Jooking for & name, Mrs. Bliza loore, mother of the late
George P. loore, being a great student of the Bible suggested
a Bible name. She said, ncall the post office Edrei, leave
off the ei and add ay mekiﬂg Edray the name". (Numbers 21-33) «
The name Edrei means a foriress. In Jos}jua'it is stated

that 2drei is one of the fenced cities, and that may have

sugzested tne name to Mrs. “oore, for at a very early date

this little village was a fenced clearing. George P. Moore

was appointed postmaster in 1856 by President Pierce He

wes only sixteen years of age when he assumed this responsi

{ 11T O

wes appointed postmaster under President Cleveland for so
time, and then George P. Moore was appointed again and s
until nis death in 1922, His service made him the ol g
postmester in the United States. He served sixty-r s
=io0ur yrs.
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The first schools in the community were held in the

settlers homes. The teacher received free board in the
homes of his pupils and would spend & week in the home of one
pupil and then move on to the next. fhe first real school .
house was near lMrs. George Baxter's home. The house was &

round log structure with clapboard roof held in place by press

poles.

The fire place took up most of one end of the room.

sas mede of rough stone and the chimney was made of slats

and mud, For light greased paper was pasted over the cracks.

Sests were made of split logs, holes bored and pins put in
for legs, The term of school was three months and the teacher's

salary one dollar a month ror each pupil.
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ine first church in the Ldray Community was built on
lony Cresk and oalled Hamlin Chapel.
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